The Foundation of Monroe County Community Schools

Equip, Inspire, Innovate 
GRANT GUIDELINES

Multi-Classroom, School and System Grants

2011-2012
MISSION

The Foundation of Monroe County Community Schools is dedicated to providing resources to improve and enhance the educational development of all MCCSC students.

Program Description
In support of the Foundation’s mission to improve and enhance the educational development of MCCSC students, the Foundation will fund grants that significantly impact student learning.  Applications may be presented for projects intended to benefit multiple classrooms, a department/team/grade, a school(s), or the school district.
The Multi-Classroom, School and System Grant Program is designed to provide funding for projects that range in amount from $1,000 to $5,000.  Actual funding levels may vary depending upon the quality of the project and the potential student impact.  Any MCCSC employee or student may apply for funding through this grant program.
In October and February, the Foundation will accept applications for these grants.  The grant process is competitive in nature.  A committee comprised of a representative from each of the twenty-three MCCSC schools and members of the Foundation’s board of directors will review grant applications and make recommendations on funding.  Based upon funding available, the Foundation will choose to invest in projects that best serve the students of MCCSC and support the mission of the Foundation.  

Portions of the grant funding pool will be designated for (but not limited to): professional development, fitness & wellness, supporting at-risk students, libraries, global grants, and the arts.  However, the majority of the funds will be unrestricted and available to support a broad spectrum of projects including those listed in the previous sentence.
To learn more about the Foundation’s other grant programs please review the guidelines for Classroom & Small Project Mini-Grants, Elementary Library Grants, and High-Impact Innovation Grants.  

Applications & Guidelines are available on the Foundation’s website at www.mccsfoundation.org. 
POLICIES

1. The Foundation will consider all projects that impact student learning and benefit students and/or staff.  If funding parameters dictate, the Foundation may choose to focus all or a portion of the grant funds towards particular areas of support.
2. Eligible projects include (but are not limited to):

· Multi-classroom,  department/team/grade, school(s), or district projects
· Grants for individual classrooms may be considered if large numbers of students will benefit
· Professional development 
· Fitness & wellness projects
3. Applicants must be employees or students of MCCSC.  An MCCSC employee must sponsor a grant submitted by a student(s).
4. Applications for professional development related expenses should be submitted by principals or other MCCSC administrators.
5. Expenses eligible for funding through this grant program include (but are not limited to):

· Materials, supplies and other project related expenses

· Equipment 

· Technology expenses including software

· Authors, speakers and experts to support instruction

· Stipends and substitutes for personal development

· Professional fees for professional development coaches, instructors and facilitators

6. The following expenses are not eligible for funding through this grant program:

· Consumables

· Transportation, food, lodging for MCCSC personnel
· Prizes, tokens, give-aways, or other disposables
· Field Trips
7. If requesting funds for any technology related items, including hardware and software, please contact the MCCSC Information Services Department to determine that these items are compatible with MCCSC information systems and that a better price is not available.

8. Professional development must represent best practices and be designed to improve student learning and achievement.  We encourage collaboration between schools in order to maximize impact.

9. Professional development grants are available for grade levels, departments, curricular teams, entire schools, multiple schools or for system-wide projects.  Generally, grants will not be available for individuals participating in a professional development activity unless the participant will be using the knowledge and skills attained to train/coach other school system employees.
10. Please review your application with your school’s FMCCS Building Representative.  In order to assess each grant request fairly, the school’s building representative or a substitute (not the individual requesting the grant) must be present at the grant evaluation meeting.  Your school representative must be prepared to answer questions about your grant.  If a building representative is not present, the grant will not be considered but may be, at the discretion of the committee, included in the next grant cycle if so requested by the applicant.  











11. Grants are judged on a competitive basis and may not be funded or may be only partially funded.

12. Any item purchased with Foundation funds will remain at the school to which it was granted unless the Foundation approves otherwise.

13. Grant recipients may be asked to make a presentation or a display about their grant for Foundation events or use.  Grant recipients will be asked to announce their grant to the parents of students participating, to school faculty, and in school publications.  The Foundation should be acknowledged in any publicity regarding grants.
14.  A grant evaluation and pictures must be submitted no later than one year from the date of the award.  If not received by the Foundation within this time period, the project coordinator will not be eligible for further grants until an evaluation is received by the Foundation.

Submission Instructions

Grant applications should be submitted electronically via the online submission portal at www.mccsfoundation.org.  
Applications must be submitted by  the following deadline dates.  

· Fall Grants -- October 3, 2011
· Spring Grants -- February 6, 2012
Applications must be signed by the school principal, if applicable. A grant application submitted by a student will require the signature of an MCCSC sponsor. 
Applications for whole-school or system-wide grants must be signed by the Superintendent.
The appropriate Foundation Building Representative must sign off on each grant application before submission.  Visit http://www.mccsfoundation.org/grants.html for a current list of FMCCS Building Representatives by school.

All applications must include an itemized budget.  The budget should detail all expenses and anticipated income sources.  Proposals without itemized budgets will not be reviewed or considered.
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